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OUR MISSION  
To help every Australian recreational fisher become a proud contributor to a better 
fishing future 
 
 

OUR VISION 
Quality fishing throughout Australia brought about through active engagement of the 
recreational fishing community in the protection and rehabilitation of fish habitat.  
 

OUR ACTIONS 

• Promote and support the active involvement of the recreational fishing community in 
habitat work.  

• Share knowledge and support collaboration.  

• Collectively pursue initiatives and activities related to improving fish abundance and 
biodiversity through habitat management.  

• Make healthy fish habitat a reality across Australia.  

 
 

OUR PEOPLE 
 

 Ambassadors 
 Michael Guest  Al McGlashan   Steve Starling   
 

Board members 

 

Name Position 
Meetings 
Attended 

Jim Stening Chair 4(4) 

Paul Tully Director 3(4) 

Matt Hansen Director 3(4) 

Jo-anne Ruscoe Director 3(4) 

Michelle Wenner Director 3(4) 

Bonita Richards Director 3(4) 

Anissa Lawrence Director 3(4) 

John Burgess Director 3(4) 

Craig Copeland Director 4(4) 

Tim Davenport (resigned) Director 0(1) 

Ronan O’Connor (removed) Director 0(3) 
 
 

Volunteers 

Name Members 
Hours 
Contributed 

Richmond Chapter 39 860 

 
Project Staff 
Name Sponsoring Organisation  

Michael Tropiano Recfishwest 

Jeff Perks Reef and Rainforest Research Centre 
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Dr Travis Howson Recfish SA 

Suzie Chapman 

Rachel Nasplezes 

Healthy Waterways and Catchments 

 
Ozfish Unlimited is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC).  
 

OUR SUPPORTERS 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Grants Received 
 

National 
 

• Fisheries Research and Development Corporation –Empowering recreational fishers as 
champions of healthy fish habitat $346,000 

• WA Department of Fisheries – Fish Friendly Farms: $88,000 
 
 
Richmond Chapter 

• NSW Dept of Industry - $7233 

• NSW Recreational Fishing Trusts - Go Fishing Day – $1831 

• Summerland Credit Union – Local Habitat Support - $1200 

• Ballina Fishermans Co-operative - $3000 



 

 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

I am honoured to have been recently appointed as chairman of Ozfish Unlimited  

 

Ozfish is an exciting initiative that empowers recreational anglers to improve fish habitat in their local 

areas which ultimately means more fish which is in everyone’s best interest 

 
I’d very much like to thank my colleagues on the Board for their time and their contribution to Ozfish’s 
success to date and in particular, Bonita Richards, for her tireless efforts on the communications and 
marketing front which are much appreciated. I would also like to thank our ever growing list of 
sponsors for their contributions during the year and look forward to their continued support in the 
2017 year, as well as our members across Australia, whose support and actions are the key to our 
ongoing success. 
 
My congratulations also go to John Larsson and the members of Ozfish’s Richmond Chapter for the 
progress they have made with raising the profile of fish habitat issues, fund raising and in delivering 
actions on the ground to date and also to Matt Hanson and our Dubbo members for creating an 
Ozfish chapter 
 

I would also like to acknowledge the work done by our project officers in their regional locations 

across Australia; Jeff Perks (Cairns), Michael Tropiano (Perth), Travis Howson (Adelaide) and Suzie 

Chapman and Rachael Nasplezes(South East Qld) for spreading the word and helping to make 

things happen. This would not have been possible without the significant backing of our partners; the 

Reef and Rainforest Research Centre, Healthy Waterways and Catchments, Recfish SA and 

Recfishwest. 

 

Next year promises to be a big year for Ozfish, we already have some exciting opportunities to 

embrace and deliver solutions for. I look forward to the coming year knowing that the progress we 

have made to date provides the base for our success and this we owe in no small part to the vision 

and heavy lifting of Craig Copeland. 

 

Regards 

 

Jim 

 
Jim Stening 
Chairman 

  



 

 

 

COMPANY REPORT 
 
Ozfish Unlimited achieved a number of milestones this year and we are now well on our way to 
becoming the national organisation that can make a difference to our nations fisheries by gathering 
the support of recreational fishers and businesses. Some of the outcomes of the year include; 

• Delivered Fishers for Fish Habitat Forums in Port Noarlunga (SA) and Albany (WA). 

• Grew our membership from 53 to 170. 

• Created our first Ozfish Chapters in the Richmond River (NSW) and in the Macquarie River 
(NSW) with Inland Waterways. 

• Formed Partnerships with Recfishwest, Recfish SA, SEQ Catchments (now Healthy 
Waterways and Catchments and the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre. 

• Employed Project Officers in Cairns, Perth, Adelaide and South East Queensland through our 
Project Partners. 

• Launched our Facebook page (now with 625 likes) and new website ozfish.org.au 

• Received our first corporate Sponsorship 

• Successfully sourced grants from the Federal, West Australian, South Australian and NSW 
Governments 

• Held a “Go Fishing Day” in Ballina 

• Planted over 500 trees in two sites on the Richmond River 

• Signed a MOU with the peak recreational fishing body in Victoria – VR Fish 

• Provided funding for our Dubbo Chapter – Inland Waterways to help secure the purchase of 
their Habitat Repair Bus 

• Richmond Chapter activities (appended) 
 
  



 

 

 



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 1 Richmond Chapter Report 

 
Annual Report    (Oct 1 2015 – Sept 30 2016) 
OzFish Unlimited – Richmond River Chapter 

 

Activities and Action achieved 

• Ongoing engagement of area stakeholders (Councils, Land Services, NPWS, Fisheries) re  efforts to 

restore river health 

• Travel to Noosa Heads to discuss rehabilitation project on Noosa River (Thomas Foundation)  

• Meeting with OEH Minister (State) re Tuckean swamp 

• Submitted Habitat Action Grant funding application for deployment of large hardwood tree systems 

being made available by RMS. To be deployed into Emigrant Creek 

• Planting of 980 trees (riparian) north and south of Ballina (4 days in total plus planning) 

• Joint project with DPI Fisheries (Mike Dove Port Stephens) trialling different diseases resistant families 

of Sydney Rock Oysters into the lower Richmond.    

• Ongoing monitoring of agricultural flood mitigation drains on the Richmond Floodplain 

 
 
Banking Details 
Total Income  2016        $13,567.40 
Total Expenditure 2016        $11,179.06 
Cash Balance          $2,388.34 
 

Total Volunteer Hours  
860 hours    
 
 

John Larsson 
 
 
 
 

Chair – OzFish Unlimited Richmond River Chapter  

 


